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Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on

his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and

rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he

purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing;

and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ?

? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us

upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to

me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and

I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the

empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of

the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of

the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not

and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and

he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for

fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father

and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?'

Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the

daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O

Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she

took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.'

Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides

besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after

thee.'.So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make

her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the

prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he

buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with

the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother,

[acquainted them with the case]..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and

knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of

breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth

that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my

house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair."

"Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat

and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be

done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of

neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his

house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou

this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".Then the king sent for the

captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast

it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested

him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and

yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal

counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and

plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do

with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and

soiled my honour among the kings.".So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and

saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the

woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her
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addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.'

With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the

singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.? ? ? ? ? My fortitude

fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked

grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..So the friend turned to the sharper

and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this

elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse

that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it

were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend

was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand

dinars..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.92. The Foolish Schoolmaster

cccciii.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh

thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one

who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who

is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his

daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will

take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a

husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter

and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had

ta'en..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the

garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an

end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high

and low;.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt

with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started

up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one,

doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ?

"Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".?THE THIEF'S

STORY..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing

him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an

exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the

treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast

us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.Girl, The

Journeyman and the, ii. 17..When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in

accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is

established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with

her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the

All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to

mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Then the rest of the women of the palace

came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from

the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those

eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and

[yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his

wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and

laughed..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..?STORY OF THE

DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii.

199.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs.

Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out

a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his

[pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".Abou Temam, Story of Ilan

Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..Ninth Officer's
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Story, The, ii. 167..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my

son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose

occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself

with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil

and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of

peace.".? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the

police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear

lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he

ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue;

whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating

and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of

the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of

police, who bade cut off his hand..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did

return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me,

then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us,

for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings

hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his

[every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I

weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and

affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter

cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore

concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this

wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is

all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING

AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I

was fain..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had

money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great;

wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season

of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions;

and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the

pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put

to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips;

brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst

the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.?

? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi."If it must

be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.Now the old

woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she

arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell

that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O

thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin

and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined

unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by

reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore

sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him

forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him

and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to

tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Then

said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said,

"Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame

and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy
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commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject

not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in

speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of

food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy

slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.When it was

the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if

thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house

and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting

him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to

thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I

o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story

dccccxl.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems.

These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat

weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but

myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price.

Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So

he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183)

bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the

goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this

bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh

dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Would we may live

together, and when we come to die, i. 47..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of

that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden

(15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have]

made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon

he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to

them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a

tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of

the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O

my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see

not, the heart doth not grieve.'.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach

such madness can assain or what medicament?.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king

threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel

was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?'

Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her

beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding

compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide

here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most

High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the

king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the

next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood

in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I

showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our

lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we

can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108)

Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Merry Jest of a

Thief, A, ii. 186..I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the

Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..Thief and

the Woman, The, i. 278.As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty)

willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with
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justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most

delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth

the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a

solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".When Dabdin heard

this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God

prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry

her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will

deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for

her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave

her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without

victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood

praying..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild

beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my

father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their

[natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour,

for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,'

quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and

indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then

said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with

that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.When

Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the

porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his

seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down,

as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to

the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and

summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.As for the merchant, he bought

him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and

fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince

consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly

house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and

dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and

rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach

therein..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her

speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of

thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and

considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she

sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of

puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their

circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to

the sound of the strings..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had

wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains

and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of

silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier

and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King

Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook.

'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the

covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the

cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep,

while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said,
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'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and

country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself,

she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on

them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without

recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The

Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath,

without impede..Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was

worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I

bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have

found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made

manifest to us.'.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not

truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el

Jemal ccxci.? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line.
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