The National Review Volume 6

THE NATIONAL REVIEW VOLUME 6
Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said,
"Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame
and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy
commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject
not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in
speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of
food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy
slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.So saying, he
spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her
speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the
outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!'
On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he
should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to
fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he
left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238)
cxxi.N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch!
How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.When it was the
eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk?
Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he
appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O
king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer
him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to
our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's
sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him
his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory
from my spright..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.NOTE..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ?
For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif,
saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".8.
Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art
my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint
him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and
knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever
pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid],
the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.[So he fared on towards them] and when he
drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his
safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed
unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his
mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..When the cook heard
this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him
live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house
and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he
required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used
every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..Now, as destiny would
have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls
in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the
merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession),
'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from
me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the
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chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ?
? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.? ? ? ? ? How long will
ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..The king gave him money and men and
troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome
him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout
and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing
over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It
belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman
(120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his
country and his home..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and
the Parrot dcccclxxx.Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.Now Ishac had
returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof
he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and
joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see
what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in
God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? '
Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee
and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou
hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I,
O my lord.'.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the
bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men
and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie
there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when
he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking,
unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at
hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving
them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought
him off alive..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..When the two kings
saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and
the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to
wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and
bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the
commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should
destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the
despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the
king and of his oppressive dealing with them..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and
accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her
couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for
all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this
place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and
fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the
tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner
fruits and sweet-scented flowers..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth
me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair
to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed
the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and
now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he
pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound,
till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in
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himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and
not die a lingering death in this pit.'.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said,
'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Now the merchant's wife
aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she
knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with
thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the
constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee
verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him,
saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness
before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to
the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long
desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches
turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he
waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand
dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand
and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.'
Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..So the girl's owner betook himself
to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he
were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at
the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire
her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee;
for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the
youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen
hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and
said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a
hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the
Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish
them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of
whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order
[with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that
whereunto he had bidden him..Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with
him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain
questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is
the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three
days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said,
'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in
the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship
sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.So, when the
night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city,
till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I
said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane,
came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she
espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be
in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy
house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price].
By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave
her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves,
to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her
standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it
is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar
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dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..? ? ? ? ? All
intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..King
Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him
privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the
money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than
myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Therewithal the king bade all his officers
go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and
brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier
make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and
kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she
is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a
slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the
world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and
behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).Then there reigned after them an
understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and
sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty
volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than
that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty
traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their
report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come
down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.Presently, he caught sight of
an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing
from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing
his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O
slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook
was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and
seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny,
'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first
customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as
thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other.
Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).16. The Fox and the Crow cl.? ?
? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said
to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the
earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with
Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my
lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the
Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty
thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif
ordered him..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his
obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou
art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with
it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but
one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every
one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till
the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..A certain wealthy
merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.'
The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant
with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it
reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved
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to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the
strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.When the damsel (215) saw
me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I
gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love
with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and
deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is
she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself
and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..? ? ? ? ? a. The
Christian Broker's Story cvii.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.The Seventeenth Night of the Month..39. Abou Mohammed the
Lazy dlviii.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook
themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation
concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it
compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.Then he bade fetch the youth; so
they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may
devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead;
wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver
me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his
son?" And the youth said, "O king,.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning,
set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for
I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place,
whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then
said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning
her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from
her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to
them, 'Protection!'.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.The absent ones'
harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the
world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the
Hashish-Eater cxliii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and
the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.After that, there appeared a
queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head
was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons,
screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and
dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her,
she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to
me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose
another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track
Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and
none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him
of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that
the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys
and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them
spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught
therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,
'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii.
196..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a
Schoolmaster dclxvii.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of
the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her
husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds
[in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered
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and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her
bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not
contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint
me with his case.'.Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take
thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle
and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh
and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten
possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner.
But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for
her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand
cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the
excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he
rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the
palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place
where Aboulhusn could not see him..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.When it was the sixth day, the viziers'
wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to
him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee.
Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the
talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By
Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and
find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.There was once a sage of
the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So
he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you,
and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is
division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye
attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may
be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this
fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now
Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he
told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show
before the folk..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his
wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt
entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and
investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to
his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and
obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the
king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me
prohibit, with thy regard austere..65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made
of steeds and many a baggage-train;.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the
Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out
from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In
worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah,
there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn
gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O
our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and
found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were
sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and
furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and
pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode
of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the
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Faithful!".Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night
with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly,
am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the
Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the
city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours
and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me."
Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of
the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them
and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou
art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her
palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her
for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of
wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this
estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its
blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs
must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away;
Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set
with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel.
When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and
dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof
never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building,
wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls
and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was
a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint
With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.57. Werdan
the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her
sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..When he
had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's
partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the
queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent
liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled
from me and I found him again..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him
privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him
king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not
thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So
Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother
and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her
husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS
GOVERNOR..So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before
me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me
into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and
cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a
moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we
gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate,
without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD
THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.Old
Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.'There was
once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him,
saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood
and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk,
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"O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline
in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the
preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the
mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which
beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of
the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee
therein.".Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and
grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and
buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and
clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to
yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon
the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel
returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her
clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress,
than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by
Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the
eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me
quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof
every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated
me with bliss and ravishment.
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