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? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The old

woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and

knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to

Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in

my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound

his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..When it was the second day, the second of the

king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and

a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he

came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a

grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar

of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that

which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And

what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we

heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay,"

answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed.

Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or

veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and

renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart

And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land

unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of

the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise

that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen,

sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I

had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then he called his

servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and

they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace

of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go

hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not

seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will

of God the Most High.".King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies,

bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting

gain..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all

forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace,

diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a

woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant

Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of

her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his

house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question,

unknowing what the king purposed against him..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man

escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi

went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then,

and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers,

with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the

plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's

agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion];

and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again

follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.The Ninth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they
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vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement

of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.When the Baghdadis saw this succour that

had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the

defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with

the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his

charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our

Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took

horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a

stranger in the land.".There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became

an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave

him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping,

and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen

pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the

pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again,

as it was..4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for

love of such a fair I'm sped?.?Story of Prince Bihzad..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and

indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and

wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she

rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing,

know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she

gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..Therewithal the cook

equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed

with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El

Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and

gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as

she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in

man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief

officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..They have shut out thy

person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.132.

Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto

our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My

heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him

and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield,

thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons

of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the

sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad,

"By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels'

livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the

camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind,

that nothing may assain..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99)

with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of

Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were

thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves.

Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the

folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the

son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him,

saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they

took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa.

Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise

I rear..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..When King Shah Bekht
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heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then

he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).When came the time [of the

accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should

be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in

the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the

boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the

boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard

the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..When she had

made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most

High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place,

where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold

all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband].

Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn.

On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was

bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..Now Ilmeddin Senjer

was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he

discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he

arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry

my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye

relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and

agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine

ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his

house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.?STORY OF

THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..?Story of Abou Sabir..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..91. The Schoolmaster

who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.The Fifth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the

pangs I feel..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a

skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to

confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon

Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him

and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so

that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..69. Musab

ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with

the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.122.

El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love

and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with

the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken

from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she

bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the

morrow..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of

the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young

man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that

[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me

abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to

entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that

which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her

to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved

ones all are ta'en from me away..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with

desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour

and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.'

Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls
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and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion;

but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make

friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one]

eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my

lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none

understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing

thunder..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in

quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took

up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and

said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when

his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned

him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves

with him and on this wise a number of years passed..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my

cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El

Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate

[curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and

he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must

thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the

Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade

me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him;

so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl

fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I

[by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned

away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..When they came to

the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier

make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between

him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king

shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years

[which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and

anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I

take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity

which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman,

save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's

sister Dinarzad.".He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat

down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then

he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the

slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness

of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was

cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed,

challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..? ? ? ? ? d. The

Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.Then they

accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand

dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price

reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him

to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold

and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to

every means of livelihood its folk.'.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and

said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou

foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with

their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed
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day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves

upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and

dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our

original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.40.

Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told

him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend

and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect

took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them

and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door

locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till

the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose

throat they were about to cut..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot,

but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade

and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it

were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her

with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst

spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that

which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left

him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and

milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the

man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his

case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying,

"The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.120. The Pious Black Slave

cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Now there was in the

camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do

whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon

his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in

strangerhood what [while] God willed..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming

the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This

is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and

saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the

Supreme!'.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the

cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it

was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the

folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught

of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one

syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on

the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be

delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.84. Dibil el

Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night]

to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper

measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they

were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid

hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place;

wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..Presently a

villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the

young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and

longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take

somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was

his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and
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clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the

woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city

assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense

[of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of

alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man,

saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out

and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to

hear..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no

account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This

is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in

affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was

pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and

taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.So

Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to

sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him,

threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into

a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode

perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great

village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case;

whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them

and they loved him exceedingly..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all

prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As

swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers

dcccclxxxiv.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings

and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to

well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions

of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and

fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them

of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted

customs..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The

wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their

own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my

sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he

acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him

into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk

laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he

understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and

taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Hind and his

Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her

house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these

many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back,

confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no

tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that

which hath betided me.'.The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this

device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and

more extraordinary..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but

discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching

her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month,

she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook

himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab
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dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? Quoth

he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".Indeed, many of the

notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance

aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This

is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than

thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.There was once, of old days and in

bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er

Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom

belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise

he abode a long space of time..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling.
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