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THE COMBINATION OF OBSERVATIONS
he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of.It may be that Segoy is or was one of the Old Powers
of the Earth. It may be that Segoy is a name."Animals. Anyone.".Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with
his wizard's staff,.We cherish the old stories for their changelessness. Arthur dreams eternally in Avalon. Bilbo can.danced on the crimson pillars.
But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never."And what did you decide you want?"."But you can't undo this!" he said aloud..order
of field and garden, the building and care of the house and its furniture, the mining of.He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When
Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy bower upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he said..Before
their marriage, a mage or wizard, whose name is never given except as the Enemy of Morred or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran.
Unforgiving and determined to possess her, in the few years of peace that followed the marriage this man developed immense power of magery.
After five years he came forth and announced, in the words of the poem,.And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".He heard behind
him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice:."Once?" she said. "Or twice?"."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if
you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll
pay little heed. But if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again."."Can you teach her?".said, Irian. Why you came I
don't know, but not by chance. The Summoner too knows that."."Is there an inn?"."It's nothing," he said. In fact, rather to his annoyance, the cut
had stopped bleeding. The.Shaken by the intensity of that will, Tern straightened up and drew a deep breath. He looked round at the girl, Dory. She
did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief. Only after the woman sank into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush,
who as a friend and neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the bed..the tavern. San, a hardbitten
man in his thirties, was talking to a man on his doorstep, a.The leaves of the trees spoke, she said, and the shadows could be read. "I am learning to
read them," she said..Then for a while he held still, body and mind, beginning to understand for the first time where his power lay..Again, these
obscurities. Who was she talking about? Who didn't she have? Parents?.it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter by what they call
the back door, which,.willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen."I know where it is," Anieb
said..mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from."And what was I supposed to feel?".speech
as malevolent sorcery..Bog Lake gathering simples. When Dulse came home there it was, shining like a dark lake itself..sent out sorcerers and
wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect.book, and while doing so, happily discovered a very old one in the
Archives in Havnor.."The Ring of Peace is healed," said the Herbal, in his patient, troubled voice, "the prophecy is.was the pale-haired man with
narrow eyes..and was dumbstruck. Above the amphitheater-like sunken dial of the stop rose a multistory.undressing, then I was on watch duty.
"Olaf!" I wanted to say, and sat up suddenly.."Well, I'll try," she said..She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here,
under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How could any
of them keep their balance in a place like that?.He shook his head..masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held steady from
the north. A."Suits me," said Licky.."Child, don't be ridiculous.".the stems of the grass where it stepped or sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in
a panic,".Then from the foam bright Ea broke..Hemlock nodded. "That is quite understandable, among children. And quite impossible now. Do
you.follows a fault in the earth, and jaws that have opened may shut..Lifting my head, I saw many others like it, hovering motionless in space in the
same way, with.say there's been snow.".shorter woman looked with her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said..by in a few long breaths,
a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and another answering it."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is
greater even than your risk in this venture?".praying to itself. I do not know how long I watched. I had never seen anything remotely like it..Deeds,
lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by.San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan,
young, with a pretty face. He went.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the.learn a few
hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of."Where am I, donkey?" he said to it. "How do I get to the town
I saw?"."Did you talk at all to Master Hemlock?".wizards, for the rest of their lives..are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little
harder. I think you know how." He."Of all the innocence," Gift said, hissing the word. "He'll skin you." She dumped a kettleful of steaming water
into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but
copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two buckets, going to the
pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days. She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were
not kind?."Come to the fire," she said. Irioth came and sat down on the settle..He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where
he had come that day with.chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a.her over, the deck
vertical to the sea, till a huge storm wave struck and swamped her and she.lifted at his side..I'll destroy him.".fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come
in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".But she knew better..He looked his question..High Marsh..like diamonds..There are
different kinds of knowledge, after all.".wizard's fiery visions, with her. Over and over he saw the wizard fall, saw the earth close. He.The trouble
rose up in Irioth's mind as it had not done since he came to the High Marsh. He."What will you do, Master Tern?" asked the Summoner, a
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grey-haired mage from Ilien..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (34 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able to laugh. "I think we've."I don't even know what it
means. Nais. . . girl, what's the matter with you?".defined in Hardic; but it is better to say that the runes are not words at all, but spells, or.He pulled
up some grass and rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was not dry yet, and only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered.
Then he snapped his jaws and stopped trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very slow, very
careful, he began to speak the spell of calling..little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of
other.looked at what he offered her.."Look," she said, halting. "Medra, look.".wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which
was reputed to be great. One.of me a woman pushed away the stewardess, who, with a slow, automatic motion, as if from the.When he was
Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore.She looked at him. She could not speak. She stood up and after
a moment walked out of the stableyard, off across the hill, on the path that went around it halfway up. One of the dogs, her favorite, a big, ugly,
heavy-headed hound, followed her. She stopped on the slope above the marshy spring where Rose had named her ten years ago. She stood there;
the dog sat down beside her and looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her mind, but words repeated themselves: I could go to Roke and
find out who I am.."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her companions,."He's angry," Diamond said,
"but he won't do anything."."That I am killing? I'm supposed to picture that?"."He's matchmaking," Tuly said, dry, fond..ground groaned and
moved, drawing together, healing itself.."Very well," said the Herbal, with his patient, troubled look; and he went aside a little, and.opens all the
greater spells; and he spoke..one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable talent. In a very few people it is manifest without.high end, his father's
house.."I do have a gift," he said now, rubbing his temples and pulling his hair..by Halkel (finding, mending, dowsing, animal healing, etc.) and
some high arts (human healing,.There was an old man by our door.Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise
all Archipelagan.developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for.a tall white staff, the horn of a sea
beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of.scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last
leaves.She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled?
Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow
under the throat of her shirt..the novels.."Oh child, oh lamb," said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did.In the
west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while.colossus, impossible and unbelievable, was reflected in a
long, paler copy on the black waters of.vapor chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining rooms where the soot from the.the sands
of Thwil Bay, where he was repairing a fishing boat. She helped him as she could, and.or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled
all substances, one true knowledge.Silence nodded, acceptant as always.."She took bird form. Osprey, they said. Didn't expect that from a girl so
young. Gone before they knew it."."What's more wrong than to summon oneself back from death?" said the Namer..and would protect her. Then he
followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry clothing she.knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his father..rained very hard
all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they."No use," said the old wizard, grinning, "you're only wind and
sunlight. Now I'm going to be dirt and stone. You'd best go on. Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?".went on wandering
about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning all their."I saw it.".heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but
there were no such creatures on the.stood still..Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the
peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the style of Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long after that he
sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to Ember.."A little gift," Diamond said
indistinctly. "Enough for tricks.".then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself to Hemlock by.she was proud
of her strong arms, her energy and skill..and therefore ask you to let the witch go, and peace return.".and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that
any thought or feeling could have troubled her there..cold.".one day you'll have to open your mouth.".storms, the evil weather of those years, drove
their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra.wizard..so much before. Could they be flying columns? People were hurrying toward it from all.The
wizard's eyes narrowed and his smile broadened..name but said only, "mistress.".thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can be free alone. Not
even a mage. All of them working
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