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As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent
banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the
kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they
accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the
provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of
them [to all countries]..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came
up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking
of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee."
Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the
Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when,
behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still
in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me
from the hand of that oppressor.'.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So
El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to
him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to
wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then
upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the
folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor
with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye
enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the
King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are
present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and
said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of
false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and
generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? Still do
I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..138. Hind Daughter of En
Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O
queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on
life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding
honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my
forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who
rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars,
and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who
said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with
witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.So, on the
morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price
and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait
and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs,
saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them
over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And
he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".Prince Bihzad,
Story of, i. 99..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a
greeting debonair,.When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy
deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I
had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if
she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to
me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father
gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had
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been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a
dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the
prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no
power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there
any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison,
saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no
disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out,
bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his
favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? My
kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi.? ?
? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old
Cairo Police cccxliv.The Sixteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born
and true thy case confess..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to
the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and
sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with
money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him
the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems
of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit
about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure
whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.When
Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two
slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What
would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water,"
answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried
him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he
purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with
King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels,
besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth
to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".And indeed, O
my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And
who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him,
coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan
came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came
in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in
the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of
sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her
beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great
while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother
told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the
nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took
me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and
tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin
ben el Welid ccccvii.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i.
174..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with
heart devoid of care;.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose
and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this,"
answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music,
whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he
arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and
look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience,"
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replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and
sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Merouzi
(El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared
no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour.
Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who
pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to
Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and
sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than
clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy
and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the
other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars
of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our
land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive
thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's
length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked
with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and
thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the
resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was
entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad,
when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE
COOK..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of
him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears
like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel
Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif
Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid
on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So
he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and
returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and
weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave
him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife,
The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.The Twenty-fifth Night of
the Month..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it
up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes
and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul
prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his
comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold
abode cast down over against them..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,]
carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of
herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the
people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered,
he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did
this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him
fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the
city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and
said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any
to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some
days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? u. The
Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and
Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.'
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'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her
asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that
Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out
with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking
on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she
flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them
with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story
of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels
black and white,.? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.The
Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim
en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the
Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing
and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the
lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th'
empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl
dclxxxiv.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred
dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still
at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the
slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave,
I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he
drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the
dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to
her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee
from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".1. The Merchant and the Genie i.We sat down and I looked
at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered
a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none
except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company
rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous
apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after
which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Accordingly, the
king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his
couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy
goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell
to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now
the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story
concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story,
the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story
and after put her to death..When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to
continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the
straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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