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When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the
vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they
knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it
befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it
with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were
corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled
be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that
order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the
number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the
year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and
haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him
that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook
them, they to seek accord did not disdain..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan
dcccclix.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.So he opened to me and I went out and had not
gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of
yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things."
So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I
am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned
me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..So, of the heaviness of his
wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on
her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him,
'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own
house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon
he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense
all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the
Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still
craving union with me and suing for my sight!.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and
understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he
had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she
was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her,
[firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is
wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit
with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon
this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced
and was content to pay the two dirhems..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.So the affair was
concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never
made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress,
whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go
mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in
the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for
breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..When the king heard this from the youth, his
anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..All those who were
present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the
Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be
well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er
Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose
and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes
a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the
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bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I
must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than
this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a
servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth
the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
dcv.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by
name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of
great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that
thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the
prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect
answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for
succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye
have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy
clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And
the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance
consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story
of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth
therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was
sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I
have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when
he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The
people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on
him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a
stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer
rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas
the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender
masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and
trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt
and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and
flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion
and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the
contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath
vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein
and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its
excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other
kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister
Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis,
'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the
myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es
Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing
may assain..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan
withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ?
? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Semmak (Ibn es)
and Er Reshid, i. 195..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi
Amrillah, iii. 171..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with
wings all open in full flight;.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I
will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Then she told him the story of
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Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er
Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time
have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she
acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It
is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had
brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and
mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..When they reached the
city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented
themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered,
"O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took
this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I
would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then
the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the
king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he
pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth
therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in
well-doing..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.Then said he
whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her
beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and
requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet with
perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we
come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her
lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that
she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And
he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou
mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and
handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my
son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king
heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King
Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but
severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.?THE SECOND
OFFICER'S STORY..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the
folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding,
and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him
and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult
thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought
with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be
God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice
upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Porter,
Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other
thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh
(183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went
away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I
furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me,
saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to
the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..THE FAVOURITE AND
HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? e. The
Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame
a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and
distance drear..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..Then, when he rode
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to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift
thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten
slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces
of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was
perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after
the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her
for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her].
One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred
dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their
faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon
them.'"'.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day
forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all
spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head
rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon
widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..The billows
of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next
night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of
whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he
savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to
be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then
deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the
slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to
her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander
of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch,
"Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my
ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon
Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he
concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with
hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for
laughter..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the
which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king,
who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and
launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth
and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for
myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by
slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled
and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should
be thy son.'.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1)
who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his
brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took
ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her
of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face,
the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie
with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft
speech and gentleness..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..When
twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did
this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that
they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each
[pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained
to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the
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[young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and
appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king
and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to
them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that
understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew
him.".When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire;
whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with
his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief
officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done
aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to
drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxix.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36)
started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out,
running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And
I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and
the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Then El Abbas went
in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore
he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with
her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his
kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he
granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter
thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet
found no favour in my eyne!".102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup
of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while
the stars abide..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank,
[they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they
would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that
these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no
doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to
death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime
is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with
him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not
escape me to-morrow.".She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his
trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the
sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout
the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned
for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his
own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O
accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own
land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of
him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of
this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother
accused her of lewdness.".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring
him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which
the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.'
Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the
king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that
which betided him..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor
e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier,
said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of
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the age, that.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad
anew;.An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to
him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was
occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the
night and the whole of the following day..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and
seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat
cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him
and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;
whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah
Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he
addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou
mayst espy..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El
Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and
mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your
lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves
fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had
gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four
sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..When
his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew
her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the
Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered
at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we
are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and
delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years
agone..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and
[when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one,
who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath
afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret;
for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to
secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer
thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave
her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".Ibn es Semmak and Er
Reshid, i. 195..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this
old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth
he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the
dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and
said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand
dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught
of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall
I do with the like of this fellow?'.The Ninth Day.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O
excellent!.20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters,
The, iii. 145.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.Numan (En)
and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing
sweet they were! ii. 96.Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and
drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited
the following verses:.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.Now this was at the
beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon
and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont.
As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting
to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I
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would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.Then she returned home, troubled and careful;
and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and
of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than
this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her
intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be
troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of
continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than
that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of
God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest
fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of
the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she
marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid
and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till
she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to
her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's
apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season.
Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the
thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he
accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the
night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her
[of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how
she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her
magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir
apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger
brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he
concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I
refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of
the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and
usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet!
And he recited the following verses:.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's
far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of
the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of
fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had
caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with
God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked
she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may
incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.Selim and Selma, ii. 81.
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