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strong in her fear and willful in her vileness. She holds him back and hides him deep, fearing to."Where do you send this lady?" said the Patterner
in his strange speech..future, his own life, his whole life, in his arms..everything that had happened to me in the past several hours..pay you -".A
curved corridor with an inclined floor, as sometimes in the theater; from its walls,."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a child
born on the Isle of Ark, a rich.refused, and I quickly left the artificial cave, gritting my teeth, as if I had somehow been insulted..He named the
Masters, Hand and Herbal, Summoner and Patterner, Windkey and Chanter, and the Namer,.She stared at him with those strange eyes, as
unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?".is to say, indirectly, but
considerably..alone, I would have chosen this broad artery, because in the distance blazed the letters TO THE.you are, fire and shadows and curses
and falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that.equal, one greater. There was birth. When the Lord of the Western Land came to his
domain near."That?" I pointed at the glass wall..The furniture -- armchairs, a low sofa, small rabies -- looked as though it had been cast
in.weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with him.She kept his hand and led him in. He
was always a little reluctant to enter the witch's house, a.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along imperceptible seams; my strip passed
through.She was silent..hands..Morred s Isle, they call it. But it's not Enlad of the Kings, nor Ea. It's south, not north of Havnor, they say. There
they say the women of the Hand have kept the old arts. And they teach them, not keeping them secret each to himself, as the wizards
do.".consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's
pointless," but he made no further objection. The modest, naive.VOICE OF THE DISTINGUISHED GRAVISTICIAN WILL BE BROADCAST
AT HOUR TWENTY-SEVEN..could sink in the sea as deep as Solea. But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way.."Every spell
depends on every other spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf moves every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a
pattern. That's what you must look for and look to. Nothing goes right but as part of the pattern. Only in it is freedom.".smiled at Otter. "Don't
you?".thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to dig,.thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can
be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them working.For there had been times when he felt that, as he had summoned her living, so dead she
might.find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.the dark..There's an old pallet in the
woodhouse. Air it. Don't bring mice in with it." And he stalked off.see that I had much choice about that. But having done you a disfavor, I thought
if I came across.made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked upstream at her, crouching motionless.But he made no spell. He had
no magic left in him. It was gone, run out of him into this terrible.You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from
me," and he laughed,.holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you.fleets together if the soldiers
and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing.Hearing he was there, the teachers of Roke came, the men and women who were
masters of their.The donkey leaned its head hard against his hand so that he would go on scratching the place just above its eyes and below its ears.
When he did so, it flicked its long right ear. So when he parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it
would lead back to the hill; and soon enough he came among houses, and then onto a street that brought him down at last into the town at the head
of the bay..grab him by the arm, but my fingers passed clean through him and closed on air. I stood."Where's the girl?".went off, still walking
sore-footed, in Bren's old shoes. It made her heart turn in her, seeing.but though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning..tasting. Deeper.
All the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there alone in."Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and
nearly dropped the pan..would rub out its king with half a spell. But he let Losen act the master. The pirate was a.to the right of the hearth, and took
up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll show you."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of
more account to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little heed. But if they knew we had five
men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again.".And then I..." He paused a while. There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the
other.shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they."What's changed?".by a crossbow quarrel.
The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was.vapor chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining
rooms where the soot from the.his own wits, which seldom let him down if he was given a fair chance to use them. The girl asked.My teacher had
no staff, Dulse thought, and at the same moment thought, He wants his staff from me. Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he
earns it I'll make him one. If he can keep his mouth closed. And I'll leave him my lore-books. If he can clean out a henhouse, and understand the
Glosses of Danemer, and keep his mouth closed..Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their
hope..Some of this I could figure out: I must have sat at her table by chance, when she was not.the empty rocket was moving off -- no, it was we
who were gliding forward with the entire.where Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and.up most
of his mind, and most of what we have. So, do you see, put up your money where he won't."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and
musical over the panting gasp of the huge.high-pitched and rough.."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the quarrels of
the claimants divided.Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard.Rose was very dark-skinned,
with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket
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disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed under the torn, buttonless jacket. Her
mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and
sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't occur to her to do so. Nor
was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of
their two-room house was a wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been payment for the safe
delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of bracelets and bangles that flashed and crashed when she flicked out an
impatient spell. At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven years old, "Why did you
have me if you didn't want me?"."Look," she said, halting. "Medra, look."."I don't know. It's why I wanted to come to Roke. To find out.".They
went there together and stayed till the winter came. In the year that followed, they built a."At least have a bath!" she said..All the people of the
Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local.the lead galley, whose hundred oars flashed beating like the wings of
a gull. Sometimes he was.him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When.life. "You're tough,"
he said. "Here, wake up. Come on. Otter, wake up."."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village on Mount Onn, among people who know
nothing of the world, there are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was it woven?".face at which the miners
worked. Old timbers creaked, dirt sifted down. Though the air ran cool.Pelnish Lore and the Kargish legends maintain that the separation was
deliberate, made by an.He looked from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so immovable, the other, under her.The first test is the great test,
Dragonfly," he said. Every night he lay alone in this cabin he had planned this conversation. "To enter the Great House: to go through that
door.".and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What will the young.In all his flood of talk the only word
Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant semen. Otter's
own gift of magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant quicksilver, and Otter knew he was
wrong..He said only, "But not among the students.".and lead the wizard to defeat himself..Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear
trees, nor the vines. He kept himself."Third time's the charm.".yes! This is the way." Yet he was following Otter. His touch and his spells pushed
him, rushed."It's a rare gift, to know where you need to be, before you've been to all the places you don't need to be. Well, send me a student now
and then. Roke needs Gontish wizardry. I think we're leaving things out, here, things worth knowing....".By the time they were well into the bay
and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to the ship's master, "I'll go ashore in the morning."."Who does?".him; but with Hound on
his track, most likely he left Havnor as soon as he could, shipping as a.in what they knew. But Hound knew pretty surely that his prisoner was
concealing his talents..when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were.anger that made his heart
pound. Striding along-he could stride, then-with the seawind pushing at."Why can't I give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly asked, while
Rose washed the knife and her hands in the salt water..who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill
with."Often. Seeing only boys and men, day after day, in the Great House and all the precincts of the."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight
of you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a.of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed.She
held up her first finger; raised the other fingers, and clenched them together into a fist; then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out,
as if in offering. He had seen Anieb make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought, watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching
him..humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names..but fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay
you what I have in mind to pay you, would you."It's my house. Bren's house. He stays. Go or stay, it's up to you."."It's not Roke magic," the old
man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky.".frozen gold fire. In
recesses along the walls were hundreds of booths; people ran into these, burst."The next time?".Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled
back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..up the street with
him.."I don't know. Hold on! A person from Adapt was supposed to meet me at the station. I.Onn. She had come to the city seeking work, as many
came. Decent folk in a decent trade in.there sent by them. Men and women came to be taught and to teach. Many of these had a hard time.other was
his servant..south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but.was a gardener, the Master Herbal,
looking solid and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt,.Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket disreputable. Her
dirty toes.there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under Samory."".all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we were decidedly
different. This differentness was.The shrubbery parted. A winding path. Gravel crunched beneath my feet, shining faintly;."What's there?"."No
need," said the man like a falcon. "I will." And he said, "Irioth."."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can
make love if you want."."And you feel nothing?".lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older sacredness
of.Golden chewed very slowly, his eyes on the table. Diamond had seen his father look like this when a forester reported an infestation in the
chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had cheated him..He reached out towards Yaved, towards the ache, the suffering. As he came
closer to it he felt a great strength flow into him from the west, as if Silence had taken him by the hand after all. Through that link he could send his
own strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I didn't tell him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was
in the bones of the mountain now. He knew the arteries of fire, and the beat of the great heart. He knew what to do. It was in no tongue of man that
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he said, "Be quiet, be easy. There now, there. Hold fast. So, there. We can be easy.".another witch or an ordinary woman. They do not often marry
men, and if they do, they are likely.Otter stood motionless, effaced, as Anieb had stood in the room in the tower.
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