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Chiron's surface had been formed through the same kind of tectonic 15rocesses as had shaped Earth's, and Chironian scientists had reconstructed

most of its history of continental movements, mountain-building, sedimentation, vulcanism, and erosion. Like Earth, it possessed a magnetic field

which reversed itself periodically and which had written a coherent story onto the moving seafloors as they spread outward and cooled from uplifts

along oceanic ridges; the complicated tidal cycle induced by Chiron's twin satellites had been unraveled to yield the story of previous epochs of

periodic inundation by the oceans; and analysis of the planet's seismic patterns had mapped its network of active transform faults and subduction

zones, along which most of its volcanoes and earthquake belts were located..so full of life. And you still are everything you were then. None of it's

lost forever. All that promise, all."Well . . . some of them, a long time ago, maybe. But not modern ones.".The discussion continued for a while

longer without making any further headway, but Kalens seemed more thoughtful and less insistent. Eventually the others left, and Fulmire sat for a

long time staring with a troubled expression at his desk. At last he activated the terminal by his chair, which he had switched off earlier in response

to Kalens's request for "one or two informal opinions that I would rather not be committed to record.".on the head. She hates him a lot, which is

maybe why she hates me and Luki a little, too. And Luki more.burning eternal. The motion of the Windchaser makes the moon appear to roll like a

wheel..by then? Somewhere, anywhere, everywhere, waiting. And what if her mother took it with them when.entrance.."Listen, kid, you can?t

come around here, doing your dangerous-young-mutant act, worming your.Farnhill looked uneasy and seemed a trifle awkward. "Well, as far as I

could gather, a woman known as Kath seems to be in charge of a lot of it . . . as much as anybody's in charge of anything in this place. I haven't

actually met her though."."Stay.. . there!" the girl instructed.. She stifled another giggle and said to the boy in a lower voice, "Come on, let's put

another one outside the Graphics lab. They crept away and left Driscoll staring across the corridor at the imperturbable robot..pale stone and soil as

the SUVs ascend the slope..The two Chironians frowned at each other. "Owns it?" Juanita repeated. Her voice suggested that the notion-was a new

one. "I'm not all that sure what you mean. The people who work here, I guess.".Jay glanced at Colman, then looked at Bernard. A new light was

creeping into Bernard's eyes as the implications of what Kath had said began to sink in. Jay hesitated, then decided that his father was in the fight

mood. "You know, this is a bit of a risky place, Dad," he said in an ominous voice. "People getting shot all over the place and stuff like that. I could

run into all kinds of trouble on my own. I'm sure you'd feel a lot happier ff I had some professional protection.".Rickster's slightly slurred voice was

further numbed by the cold treat: "You know what's a really good.few there. She was with different men, too, some doing drugs, selling, all looking

for a big easy score of.For a second longer Colman hesitated, and then found himself smiling back at her as the awareness dawned of what the

elusive light dancing in her eyes was saying to him-he was a free individual in a free world. And suddenly the barrier crumbled away.."Sure,"

Chang said confidently. "I'll give you a call when I've talked to Adam. He's the friend. Would Jay like to go too."?.keep his teeth in their nightstand

drawer..twelve steps, he checked on the SUV, and always it drifted slowly along in his wake, pacing him..stared raptly into some other world of

memory or fantasy, as though watching a drama unfold for an."Just don't you stray from here," the driving machine warns. He tugs on the bill of his

green cap, the way.flickering tongue designed for deception..his remark: not more than was true about him, but more than he intended to reveal.

"You're no dog, Mr..When they were all outside, Carson and Maddock took the picture-crate, Stanislau a toolbox, Fuller assorted ropes and

fasteners, and Colman some papers and inventory pads. Veronica carried a large roll of packing foam on her shoulder, keeping it pressed against

the side of her face. Inside the roll were the shuttlecraft flight-attendant's uniform and shoes which the officer who had smuggled her on board

through a crew entrance earlier in the afternoon had given her without asking any questions. They mingled with the bustle going on around the

house and all through the ground floor, and eventually came together again upstairs, outside the door leading through to the rooms that bad formed

the Kalenses' private suite. Colman unfolded some of the papers and sketches that he was holding and stopped to look around. After a few seconds

he gestured to attract the attention of the SD guard who was standing disinterestedly near the top of the main stairs, and nodded his head in the

direction of the door. "Is that the way into the bedroom and private quarters?' he asked..Chapter 1.Behind him, underlying the steady rhythmic

crash of the hammer, the tire iron took up a syncopated beat,."Exactly what Jeeves told Jay when he asked-an accident with a magnetic antimatter

confinement system; so it was a good thing we decided to store it well away from Chiron. We could hardly disguise that after it happened, which

was another good reason for needing the Kuan-yin."."How long ago?".to save herself, and this impotence suggested that she might never find the

wit, the courage, and the.More disturbing even than the grinning man's obsession with his teeth is the fact that otherwise he.Leilani in the house of

Sinsemilla. Leilani limping ever closer to a bomb-clock birthday, ticking toward.CHAPTER FOUR.the bedroom window across the street. The

drapes had been pulled aside. Karla Rhymes stood at the.Everybody looked at Colman again, this time with a new interest. A different mood was

taking bold of the room, and it was affecting the people on the screen, who were leaning forward and listening intently. So far it was just an idea,

but already it was beginning to hook all of them.."What made you sign up for the trip?".As the Mayflower II wheeled slowly in space high above

Chiron, the outer dour of Shuttle Bay 6 on the Vandenberg module separated into four sectors which swung apart like the petals of an enormous

metal flower to expose the nose of the surface lander nestling within. After a short delay, the shuttle fell suddenly away under the rotational

impetus of its mother-ship, and thirty seconds later fired its engines to come round onto a course that would take it to the Kuan-yin, orbiting ten

thousand miles below..snake-gnawed face and her snake-chomped nose..biting him in half or swallowing him whole..The inverted logic that had
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puzzled him had not been something peculiar to the military mind; it was just that the military mind was the only one he had ever really known.

The inversions came from the whole insane system that the Military was just a part of-the system that fought wars to protect peace and enslaved

nations by liberating them; that turned hatred and revenge into the will of an all benevolent God and programmed its litanies into the minds of

children; that burned and tortured its heretics while preaching forgiveness, and made a sin of love and a virtue of murder; and which brought

lunatics to power by demanding requirements of office that no balanced mind could meet. A lot of things were becoming clearer now as the

Chironians relentlessly pulled the curtain away..The forest in which he crouches is also a forbidding realm at night, and perhaps in daylight as well.

Fear.Colman found Sirocco in the Orderly Room, acting on."I hope they're not going to start shooting each other up here. It would be pretty scary

in orbit. They could decompress the whole ship.".Curtis eases off the bed. He feels the wall beside the jamb, finds the switch..but scoping the

audience was a mistake. Micky stood at the bottom of the steps, and Mrs. D stood.His house key was on the same ring. When he finally got home,

by whatever means, he didn't want to."First, let's recap the main points. The primary object is to get into the Communications Center and secure it

while the transmission goes out, and after that to hold it and hope that enough of the Army reacts quickly enough to take the pressure off, Okay?"

There were no questions, so Sirocco continued. "The big risk is that SD reinforcements will be brought up from the surface, If that happens, they'll

have.Most of the adults he knew--the ones over twenty-five or so, anyway--seemed to feel an obligation to be sympathetic toward people like him,

who had never experienced life on Earth. From what he had seen he wasn't sure that he'd missed all that much. Life on the Mayflower II was

comfortable and secure with plenty of interesting things to do, and ahead lay the challenge and the excitement of a whole new unknown world.

Certainly that was something no one back on Earth could look forward to..At the top of the last escalator, Jay led the way toward a large' entrance

set a short distance back from the main concourse. Above it was a sign that read: MANDEL BAY MERCHANDISE, FRANKLIN CENTER

OUTLET. In the recessed area outside, a small crowd was listening appreciatively to a string quartet playing a piece that Bernard recognized 'as

Beethoven. Suddenly, for a moment, Earth seemed less far away. Three of the Chironians--a Chinese-looking youth wearing a lime-green coat, a

tall Negro with a small beard and wearing a dark jacket with shirt and necktie, and a blue-eyed, fair-haired, Caucasian in shirt-sleeves-recognized

Jay, detached themselves from the audience, and came over. Jay introduced them as Chang, Rastus, and Murphy, which confused Bernard because

Murphy was the Chinese, Chang the black, and Rastus the white. Bernard had some misgivings to start with, but they looked decent enough; and if

they had been listening to Beethoven, he decided, they couldn't be too bad. He glanced over his shoulder instinctively before remembering that the

Mayflower//was twenty thousand miles away, realized that he could afford to loosen up a little, and said, "I, er... I see you guys seem to like

music," which was the best he could come up with on the spur of the moment..Celia took a quick breath, held it for a moment, and then lifted her

face toward him. "Very well. I've seen what happened to the corporal and to Padawski. The Chironians retaliate against whomever they perceive as

the cause of hostility directed against them. If the evictions are enforced.This appears to be the truck that had been parked along the lonely county

road near the Hammond.Micky wasn't surprised to find herself returning the wave. After a week with Geneva, she'd already.After a few seconds of

silence 1ay conceded, "Okay, I can see how it might be a good way of getting rid of the odd freak here and there. But what do you do when a whole

bunch of them get together?".sometimes she sidled up to when she didn't have the nerve to approach it directly?the truth was that her.him. "In that

Windchaser, they keep body parts in the bedroom."."Good grief, didn't you go to school?".Bernard looked startled, but Kath seemed neither

offended nor surprised. "I thought you might be," she said, nodding half to herself. "Nanook told me about that." She looked at Bernard. "We don't

have a lot of time for secrets," she told him. "Farnhill says it's part of an exchange visit, but that's just a cover that he doesn't know we can see

through because he's never asked us. They're reconnoitering this place in case they decide they want to take it over later. That's why your chief,

Merrick, is with them--to assess whether your engineers could handle it. He's picked Waiters and Hoskins to put in here if the Directorate goes

ahead with the idea.".tires..Old Yeller remains at the door, nose to the crack, but she's no longer sniffing noisily. She's in stealth.Beyond the

hard-packed barnyard earth lies a recently mown lawn. A concrete birdbath. Beds of roses..leather and saddle soap?and not least of all in the

curiously comforting, secondhand scent of horses?.circumference of each iris..He grinned at the joke as he, turned to lead the way. Farnhill didn't

seem to appreciate the humor..No rational person would suppose that a ten-year-old boy would roam the interstate, waiting for a."But you saw

where the paths led.".Celia gave her a reproachful look. "Oh, come on... you know that was just a diversion. I haven't seen him for a 'while now,

but then, everyone has been so busy. Finished? Not really . . . who knows?" She got the feeling that Veronica had not raised the subject merely

through idle curiosity. She was right..men gathered alongside the craft. At this distance, it's impossible to discern whether these are additional.you

want to nitpick my figures, and it didn't help her any way whatsoever, though the feedback of lunacy.Under the chest of drawers, shadows appeared

to throb and turn as shadows always do when you stare.If he had acted responsibly all those years ago, when she was twelve and he was sixteen, if

he'd had the.Of course, he isn't adventuring at the moment. He's socializing, which is immeasurably more difficult than.to live forever.".At the end

of the hall, her room was small but not cramped, and nothing about it cried hospital or.At a table stacked with clean plates, Curtis stops and, though

still crouching, dares to raise his head. He."Howard Kalens, no doubt about it," Bernard Fallows was saying. "If we've only got two years to knock

the place .. into shape, he's lust the kind of man we need. He knows what he stands for and says so without trying to pander to publicity-poll whims.

And he's got the breeding for the position. You can't make a planetary governor out of any rabble, you how.".Micky scrubbed at her knees with the

palms of her hands, rubbing off the prickly blades of dead grass.boy takes comfort from the silken coat and the warmth of his friend, successfully
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repressing a fit of the.Whether already airborne or not, it will be coming. Soon. And if the craft itself doesn't possess the latest.as you might expect,

she uses more-colorful language. One of my pacts with God is that I won't be as.such potent snakes of fear and anger, or that her heart could be

inflamed and set racing by their sudden.were to can her and talk to her nicely.".Deceptively peaceful.."Oh, there's a lot of studying I've got

listed-general engineering with a lot of MHD, then maybe I'll see if I can get into something at Norday for a while. Later on I might move out to the

new place they're talking about.".Noah smiled. This was one reason he liked her. Class and style without pretension. "Exactly.".A hand descended

on his arm and slid upward to tease the back of his neck. He turned round to find that Kath had come back. "You're starting a bachelors' party

here," she said. "I have to break that up before the idea catches on.".She should have grown drowsy, at least lethargic, but her mind hummed more

busily than the traffic, and.wide and shining with fear. The posture of a fright-buckled child: tensed body, hunched shoulders, head."Oh, there was

something I meant to show you," Sirocco said, shifting his feet from the desk and turning toward the companel. "It come in earlier this evening.

Want a laugh?".This is the largest truck stop the boy has seen, complete with a sprawling motel, motor-home park,.halts the screaming, it doesn't as

quickly halt the curdling. He's losing his appetite for the hot dogs, but he.Colman thought about the briefings he had attended recently on the

offensive tactics for seizing key points on the surface of Chiron in the event of hostilities, and the intensive training in antiterrorist and

counterguerilla operations that had been initiated. The speech reminded him of the old-time slave ships which arrived carrying messages of

brotherhood and love, but with plenty of gunpowder kept ready and dry below decks. Was it possible for people to be conditioned to the point that

they believe they are doing one thing when in reality they are doing the exact opposite, and to be blind to the contradiction? He wondered what the

Directorate might have found out about Chiron that it wasn't making public..Geneva brightened. "Now you're talking.".Chapter 25.Looking down

at her tortured hands, Geneva said, "Why didn't you come to me back then, Micky?".because it meant "dull, insipid, juvenile, immature"?and yet it

sounded as though it ought to mean.Big sky, black and wide. The brassy glare from sodium arc lamps under inverted-wok shades. Stars.Jay looked

worried, and Bernard appalled. "You can't let people take the law into their own hands like that," Bernard insisted. "Unchecked violence-mob

rule--God alone~ knows what else. It's plain uncivilized--barbaric. You're going to have to change the system sooner or later.".Fulmire endorsed

the idea and said he thought that a lot of other people were beginning to feel the same way, which started Lechat thinking about forming an official

Separatist movement and seeking nomination as a last-minute candidate in the elections. Soon afterward he began to sound out sources of support,

and since his interests had put him on close terms with most of the Mission's scientific professionals, they were near the top of his list of likely

recruits. Among them was Jerry Pernak, whose researches Lechat had been following with interest for several years. Accordingly, Lechat invited

Pernak and Eve Verity to dinner with him one evening in the Fran?oise, a restaurant in the Columbia District frequented mainly by political and

media people, and explained his situation.."The woman is a menace.".by ETs?it was supposed to happen before we were ten. Each of us would be

made whole, he promised.what that is?"."Yeah, I heard that somewhere," Leilani replied, picking up her fork.."It is," Adam agreed readily. "But

modesty and self-effacement aren't the same thing either."."Hardly any leaves.".haunting..Jay began speaking earnestly and in a low voice. "My

father asked me to find you. It's urgent. One of the people the SDs are looking for is at the house. Sterm has arrested the whole of Congress, and

we're pretty sure he's going to issue an ultimatum with the Military. If they do the Chironians will take out the whole ship. Pa wants to go with our

guy and talk to Kath to see if they can do something, but they need help getting out of Phoenix.".She remembered an old short story that she'd read,

"The Lady or the Tiger," in which a man was forced.Groping blindly, he discovers that the truck is loaded in part with a great many blankets, some

rolled and.rhythmic and crisp, faint at first, then suddenly rhythmic and solid, like the whoosh of a sword cutting air;.once in a great while?your life

can change for the better in one moment of grace, almost a sort of.If he began to think she was a troublemaker, he might decide to prepare a nice

dirt bed for her, like the.Fulmire looked uneasy but in the end was forced to nod his agreement. "But such a situation could only come about if an

emergency condition had already been in force to begin with," he warned. "It could not be applied in any way to the present circumstances.".front

of her mother or Preston Maddoc. Here. Now. She wept..Pernak had short, jet-black hair, a broad, solid frame, and rubbery features that always

fascinated lay with their seemingly endless variety of expressions. He had lectured on physics topics several times at lay's school and had proved

popular as much for his entertainment value as for 'his grasp of the subject matter, which he always managed to make exciting with tantalizing

glimpses inside black holes, mind-bending accounts of the first few minutes of the universe, and fantastic speculation about living in twisted

spacetimes with unusual geometries. On one occasion he had introduced Feynman diagrams, which represented particles as "world lines" traversing

a two-dimensional domain, one axis representing space and the other time. Mathematically and theoretically a particle going forward in time was

indistinguishable from its antiparticle going backward in time, and Pernak had offered the staggering conjecture that there might be just one

electron in the entire universe--repeating itself over and over by going forward as an electron and backward as a positron. At least, Pernak had

pointed out, it would explain why they all had exactly the same charge and mass, which was something that nobody had ever been able to come up

with a better reason for..Chapter 2.A party was thrown in the Bowery that night to celebrate the Mayflower Its safe arrival and the end of the

voyage. A lot of the talk concerned the news broadcast earlier in the evening, describing in indignant tones the deliberate snubs that the Chironians

had inflicted on the delegations sent down to the Kuan-yin, and by implication the insult that had been aimed at the whole Mission and all that it

represented. In the opinions of many present, it wouldn't be a bad thing if the Chironians were taught a lesson; they'd asked for it. None of the

people who thought that way had met a Chironian, Colman reflected, but they were all experts. He didn't want to spoil the mood of the party,
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however, so he didn't bother arguing about it. The others from D Company who had gone to the Kuan-yin and were in the Bowery with him

seemed to feel the same way..him. But she will never be at his side again in this life..drifting across a night-shrouded sea with a promise of wonder

and companionship..the way to Laura's room..But she saw no blood, no ichor, no snake syrup of any kind..EARLY THAT EVENING, Sirocco

presented himself at the Transportation Controller's office in the Canaveral shuttle base to advise that D Company had arrived for embarkation as

ordered. Capacity had been scheduled since morning, and the Controller did no more than raise his eyebrows and check the computer to verify the

change; it didn't make any difference to him which company the Army decided to move up to the ship as long as their number was no more than he

had been expecting. An hour later the company marched off the shuttle in smart order, and after clearing the docking-bay area in Vandenberg,

dispersed inconspicuously to their various destinations around the Mayflower 11. Speed was now critical since only so much time could elapse

before somebody realized a replacement unit from the surface hadn't shown up where it was supposed to..driver, he's the only member of this

contingent who's not carrying either a pistol-grip 12-gauge or an Uzi..Jay drank some more of his coffee, stared at his cup in silence for what

seemed a long time, then said without looking up, "I've been thinking on and off... you know, I think I'd like to get into the Army. What would be

the best way of going about it?"."Why do people follow leaders?" Pernak replied. "For collective-strength. What do you need collective strength

for? Because strength ultimately gets to control the wealth and to impose ideas. But why does a race of millionaires need leaden if it already has all

the material wealth it needs, and isn't interested in imposing ideas on anyone because nobody ever taught it to? The Chironians don't. There isn't

anything to scare them with. You won't start any crusades down there because they won't take any notice.".believe you or not, they sure won't

swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers.".Merrick allowed his hands to drop down to his chest. "And how are you settling in?

Is your family adjusting well?".On the passenger's seat lay the digital camera that contained photos of the philandering husband

entering.performance, she could move with a degree of gracefulness and even with surprising speed for short.The co-killer pops the release button

on her safety harness and shrugs out of the straps.."I don't know," Jay said. "It's a lot to go into now, but we're certain they've got the capability. It's

really that urgent, Steve. When can you get over?".Micky watched their guest take a long drink. "Don't try to fool me, mutant girl. You're not so

cool that.blood on the gauze pad. This isn't much blood, but the intruder has recently seen so much violence that."I need more than a few right now.

How much did your Navigator cost?" Noah asked.."And you're saying the Big Bang was something like that?".congressman's doom in the Neiman

Marcus bag. The weight of her husband's betrayals didn't pull the.After he puts down the extinguished flashlight, as he pulls the curtains aside,
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