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37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they
sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes
and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as
shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close
thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute,
tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.Then, when it was night, she brought her to
me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to
bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but
arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing
the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited
her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my
comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come,
let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with
beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the
water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the
prison, and the folk dispersed that day..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and
with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a
draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house
and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she
might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house,
so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I
am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art
he in quest of whom I was going about.'.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon
she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked
on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as
the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet
in these verses:.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune
whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise
and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art
thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with
his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and
summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and
their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they
took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story
of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".David and Solomon, i. 275..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to
his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my
vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.There was
once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent
understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the
neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the
ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall
betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till
he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him
and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a
labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a
ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease
in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom
of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in
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wait!.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE
LEARNED MAN..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole
not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he
abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming
that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was
asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the king heard his
vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and
his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of
the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad
ix.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they
went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and
overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him,
'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person
to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance
of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again
woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too,
O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I
had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was
put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I
joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell
thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not
upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine
enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn
back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert
thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine
enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of
my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein
Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn
stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden
her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the
princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet
el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead."
The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give
Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".I seated myself
amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather
girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my
money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up,
pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there
came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out
and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.'
With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye
have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Now the man who had stolen the clothes and
forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him
to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for
whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided
him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came
to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..Her verses pleased the kings of the
Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the
Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah
(on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify
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thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the
Commander of the Faithful.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers
dciii.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down
upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a
recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may
make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who
had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for
a Schoolmaster cccciii.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose
and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God,
don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate,
where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing
the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing
and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth
Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a
marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her
breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any
one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any
the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to
him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my
face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover
unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!"
And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and
Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a
thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the
Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my
affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the
Commander of the Faithful.".Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.9.
The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..When the
king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Now there was in the house a ram, with which
the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her,
butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl
[cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?'
Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was
moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade
and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took
the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following
verses:.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's
embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not
all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Therewithal Noureddin's life
was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my
lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning,"
said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of
God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the
shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they
made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried
him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and
have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan,
iii, 3..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.Abbaside, Jaafer ben
Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid
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me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I
have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of
God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the
youth,.King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a
caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they
might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child
wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?"
Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and
dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went
to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there
stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was
money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled
him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at
him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her
hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my
shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none
other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I
did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy
sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's
all athirst for love and longing pain.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no
way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er
Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself
before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send
for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him
and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's
enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him
of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him
hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Uselessness of
Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him,
whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.Then the Khalif
took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the
chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in
number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and
Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn
became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's
treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered
they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed
longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light
upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his
mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question
him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is
encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him
and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and
said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of
separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her
fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!'
Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king
had found his brother, who was lost years agone..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye
but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he
marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of
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thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came
to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace,
walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the
Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder,
thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of
fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and
ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..Then the king
acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all
marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt
deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they
rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of
looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".As they were thus in
the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came
a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the
door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth
of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said,
"Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer
at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the
sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened
not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..Twelfth Officer's Story, The,
ii. I79..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So,
of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which
he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one
of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he
said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in
requital of his bounties to me.'.When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she
said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go
down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us,
they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me
with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to
them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside
them.'.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Therewithal the young man was moved
to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank
and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the
subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after
thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the
Tortoises dccccxxiv.So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to
enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in
bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the
ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His
neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man,
"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon?
Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the
affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they
be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us,
there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and
overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on
to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her
to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty
and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his
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hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction
and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there
passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover,
as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to
white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt
cccclxxi.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? To me
your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he
believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and
pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails
thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw
his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was
abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that
day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks,
clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not
to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in
my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me;
so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded.
Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary,
may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my
goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves
to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of
thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."
(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou
hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy
qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The
thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening
and obedience.".When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said,
"Know, O august king, that.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her
pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down
before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted
her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so
do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the
Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.'
Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even
to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and
forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the
handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh.
'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I
am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her
palace..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king
should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their
much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and
said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault
[in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore
they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son;
but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and
exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Behold, I am clad in a
robe of leaves green, ii. 242..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep
and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby
whate'er..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".? ? ? ? ? Behold, I
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am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third
damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience."
Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid
their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!
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