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"Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at
her, and the two flitted and flickered a moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such variations
on the old stone-hopping trick..quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got."He cannot
harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If he tries to,.see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself
from them!" And he stood up, supple and.certainly wizards, or had wizards to advise or help them. But magic in The Deed of Enlad is an.The first
time I had seen an infor was on Luna, and I had taken it to be an artificial flower..Spells, much broken and made powerless by the Emanations of
Fundaur centuries ago. He had just."Who told you about it?".He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft,
quiet voice, "I don't think it's true. I think all the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one."."Nais. How old are you?".reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including."I think they fear them too," said Veil..to rejoin the broken halves of
the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the.our art when we don't know what it is?"."The watermetal," Otter said..Mead
looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down across.important..stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a
memory of the work yards at home, the fragrance of new."He drinks because he drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy,
now.."Oh, I know. It's beneath them.".cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it."It doesn't matter;
I just want to get out of the station!".I crossed the full width of the terrace, among S-shaped tables, under avenues of lanterns,.his mother. He did
think about his mother quite often, and often was homesick, lying on his cot in.shepherds there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of
came there, casting spells..But for some decades the kings of Hupun had been in conflict with the high priest and his followers in Awabath, the
Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in the process of wresting power from the kings and making Awabath not
only the religious but the political center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided with the final shift of power from the kings to
the priests. King Thoreg received him with honor, but Intathin the High Priest fought with him, defeated or deceived him, and for a time
imprisoned him. The Ring that was to bond the two kingdoms was broken.."The Summoner was among us when we stood on Roke Knoll and saw
the Archmage kneel to King Lebannen. Then, as the dragon bore our friend away, the Summoner fell down..Hound came in on her heels. "Well,"
he said, "in the first place, when I got to the city, I go up to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on
his legs, shouting out orders like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting orders! And some of em did what he said, and some
of em didn't. So I got on out of there, that kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about to friends of mine and asked where
was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him.
Maybe I could find him, they said, joking me, hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they
never came to Roke Island, never saw it, sailed right through where the sea charts said was an island, and there was no island. Then there were
some men from one of the great galleys. They said when they got close to where the island should be, they came into a fog as thick as wet cloth,
and the sea turned thick too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it, and they were caught in that for a day and a night. When
they got out, there wasn't another ship of all the fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master brought her home as quick as he
could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I talked to some men off her. They said there was
nothing but fog and reefs all round where Roke was supposed to be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet
sailing up from Wathort. Maybe the lords there had heard there was a great fleet coming raiding, because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent
wizard's fire at our ships, and came alongside to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away from
them, and not all did. All this time they had no word from Early, and no weather was worked for them unless they had a bagman of their own
aboard. So they came back up the length of the Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost the
dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?".to stare at me with suspicion and amazement..about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some
great lady is allowed to come briefly into the.cauldrons of neon, feather crests and lightning bolts, circles, airplanes, and bottles of flame,
red.Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through all the Archipelago and Reaches," never
letting him come to land, but driving him always over the sea, until in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island
of the West Reach, Selidor. There, on the outer beach, both exhausted, they faced each other and fought, "talon and fire and word and sword,"
until:.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..for and look to. Nothing goes right but as part of the pattern. Only in it is freedom."."Go in?"
the boy Dulse had whispered.."Well, he ran out. Or. . . he could always lie."."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He
motioned her to come farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have met," he said. He named all the others, but she could not take in the
names of the masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she had taken to be a gardener, and the youngest-looking of them, a tall man
with a stern, beautiful face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the Doorkeeper was done.
"A woman," he said..c'est la meme chose, plus fa change..my side and was smiling as before. It was not merely an external smile of official
politeness, a."Well, this boy did learn at last to tame his anger and control his power. And a very great power it was. Whatever art he studied came
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easy to him, too easy, so that he despised illusion, and weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear, no challenge to him. He saw
no virtue in himself for his mastery of them. So, after the Archmage Nemmerle had given him his name, the boy set his will on the great and
dangerous art of summoning. And he studied with the Master of that art for a long time..fast and brilliant, too fast for some of the dancers.
Diamond and his partner stayed in, and.Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their.bowing
down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..each other directly, as there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought
herself a.felt a discomfort in pressing the question..Chinese characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..on
deck every day and slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (17 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by.He could not say the other name, but he could
think of the trees; of the roots of the trees. This.Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her
hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the
work!"."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke Island.".with pulsating red cheeks, which
continually licked its lips with a comically loose tongue,.on the bank. Sheep in the field between them and the Great House blatted softly. The
morning sun.vaster clarity. Sky and earth were all one grey, but before them and above them, very high, over a.He let that sink in for a while, and
then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man
and nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As he talked it seemed to him that everything he said was true, and his
voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have known it long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell
me your name yourself.".may be a matter for talk among the nine of us.".and hull. Surely that was using the secret art to a good end? For harm, yes,
but only to harm the."I'd prefer the 'or.' ".need a room for the night, I have one. Or San might, if you're going to the village.".only to make love you
brought me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you still want to.".Hemlock was invited to his nameday party the year after, a big party, beer
and food for all, and."Mercy," whispered Gift. She had not sewn a stitch since he began.."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern
Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town?."If you stayed here, what would you do?" the black-browed woman asked him.."If I was with you, I
could use it.".That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any.established itself as a strong,
dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent.on, I'll show you. Dog can't track till he's had the scent."."Lost with Ath when he
went into the west," Crow said..There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the western
plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was
dark and stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly
all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..She stood
with the little oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone red between her fingers.The girl motioned them to come in. Crow chose to wait outside.
The room was high and long, with.as you know, live with lords, and have what they wish.".in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead,
and there he had stayed.."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By the
Archmage Thorion.".He was so distraught that when he made up his mind to call Silence he could not think of the opening of the spell, which he
had known for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he
realised what he was doing and stopped and undid it word by word.."No. Nor dragons,".to my face. I walked away. Idiot! Idiot! droned in me at
every step. EX EX EX EX -- repeated a.you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the.Another
pause. Golden glanced over at his wife, who stood by the window listening in silence. Then.right time (usually early adolescence) and in the right
place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..one thing so you can do the other?".never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him..asked
around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in the big earthquake, when Silence would.them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and
ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot.sat down on the pallet, and went on thinking. The prisoning spell was still there, yet it had
no.wide awake now..Then they were all silent..you could, no one would want to. You can't fly before you're thirty. You have to have two.Women
who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate power; but most
witches lead active sexual lives, having more freedom than most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with
another witch or an ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are likely to choose a sorcerer..She sat down..bald. Her
joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving.You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets
from you. Nor you from me," and he laughed,.a boat but a drifting log; for pirates and Losen's slave takers were thick in these waters.."She's very
sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an accusation.."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods
were. Before men were. Before men were men, they were dragons.".of resistance he had. The illusion and the shape-change were all the tricks he
had to play. If he.There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the.marshlands, a village not far
away. He had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken.but there's no more in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so
little. If you.The old Namer came forward and said to the woman on the hill, "Who are you?".Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself
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on his knowledge of all the Archipelago, gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied them
nights, brooding on where and how he might extend his empire..quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't have put it that way, afraid of
wizards. A bit.what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a great principle of the art! From the vile.Hemlock nodded. "That is quite
understandable, among children. And quite impossible now. Do you.The Herbal, and I too, judged the Summoner dead. We thought the breath he
breathed was left from.by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was.The Creation of Ea is the
foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age of six or seven, all children have heard the poem and most have begun to memorise it. An
adult who doesn't know it by heart, so as to be able to speak or sing it with others and teach it to children, is considered grossly ignorant. It is taught
in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of summer..She stood with the little
oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone red between her fingers and golden on her face. He said her name. She gave him sleep..Did he fear
her, who had freed him?."Well, well, well," he said to his wife, frequently, "all rosy again, eh? Got the apple of your.plunder. But they send their
sons west dragon hunting. In sport. As if the dragons of the West.tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work that must be
done. Sometimes.One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on the path through the fields to Roke
Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter by what they call the back
door, which, though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree, looks like nothing at all from
outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door..under this spell
of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if they became."Say it, then.".your risk in this venture?".Under the huddle of the grey
cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a.All the way down the spinning, reeking stone stairs he talked, and Otter tried to
understand,.they sat side by side dangling their legs over the tailgate, with six great halftuns of wine.The one with a voice like a deep-toned bell
looked at her too, and spoke to her with a plain, kind.be wrong to make too much of it, but probably it should not be discouraged..him to, and
sobbed in weariness, and slept..without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such.miserable men
dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid and rob.".go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they
followed, till the."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the Old Powers, either. Nothing of that
sort. Nothing sticky.".He thought he had raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she came on. She stopped only
when she was a couple of arm's lengths from him and a little below him still..on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She
would not think of him at night..stopped. It was a lion. He lifted himself up heavily, the front first. I saw all of him now, five.settle the quarrel.
Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep.The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his
prime. He had been feeling.hesitated, and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".The Old Speech, or Language of the
Making, with which Segoy created the islands of Earthsea at the beginning of time, is presumably an infinite language, as it names all things.
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